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From the Pastor
I find as I sit in my Doctor of Ministry class that I think of you, the congregation of The UMC at Mount Tabor, very often. You fill my heart
with joy! Yes, we are anticipating transitioning to a part-time pastor
come summer, but there is so much good here. So much to be thankful for! Our MO (Mission & Outreach) Committee is experiencing resurrection in their ‘Mission of the Month’ projects, our thrift shop has
had a fabulous start to 2020, our Sunday School is going strong, and
our Trustees are near ready to break ground on our Garden of Peace.
We are blessed!
But it’s hard to feel blessed, sometimes, as we consider our future as a
part-time church. Usually, a part-time church means less ministry.
But we are not a usual church! We are one of joy and love, true caring
and compassion! It is possible to continue, and add to, ALL our ministries, even as we prepare for part-time status, because we have members and volunteers who care. As a number of us have discussed together, just because we won’t have a full-time pastor doesn’t mean
we can’t do full-time ministry.
Back to my doctoral class—I speak to the class about our upcoming
challenges, and the professor, Bishop Pete Weaver’s responds—”Just
because it won’t be a full-time church doesn’t mean it can’t do full
time ministry”.
Holy Spirit confirmation! We’re going to be ok.
Peace,

Pastor Amanda
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PLEASE SUPPORT

WORSHIP INFORMATION

,

WITH YOUR
NON-PERISHABLE
DONATION!

Food Pantry
Sunday is
February 23rd.

SUNDAY SERVICE 10:30 AM

Join us in February!
We’re continuing our look at “Fearless: Imagine Your Life Without Fear”
written by Max Lucado.
February 2nd—Fear of Not Mattering—Pastor Jeannette preaching.
Sacrament of Holy Communion
February 9th— Fear of Disappointing God
February 16th—Fear That God Is Not Real
February 23rd—Fear of God Getting Out of My Box; Celebration of Scout
Sunday; Food Pantry Sunday

PRAYER FOR FEBRUARY

ASH
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE

Wednesday,
February
26th, at
7:30pm in
our
Sanctuary.
www.rachelwojo.com
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February 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Tabor’s Treasures
9a-1p
Pastor Amanda
class at Drew 10a4p

2

3

4

5

6

7

Sunday School 9:15a

Office Hours 10a-2p

Office Hours 10a-2p

Adult Bible Study
9:15a

Scouts-MH-6p

Tabor’s Treasures
10a-2p

Tabor’s Treasures
4p-8p

Office Hours 10a-2p Tabor’s Treasures
9a-1p
Tabor’s Treasures

Scouts-MH-6:30p

Tabor’s Treasures
10a-2p

8

10a-2p

Pastor Amanda
vacation day

15

Worship 10:30a
Pastor Jeannette
preaching-Holy Communion
Scouts MH & UR 1p

9

10

11

12

13

14

9:15a-Making Valentines

Office Hours 10a-2p

Tabor’s Treasures
10a-2p

Office Hours 10a-2p

Tabor’s Treasures
4p-8p

Office Hours 10a-2p Tabor’s Treasures
9a-1p
Tabor’s Treasures

Ad Council 7p

Worship 10:30a

Scouts-MH-6:30p

‘Hugs from the
Heart’ distribution
after worship

Tabor’s Treasures
10a-2p

10a-2p
Valentine’s Day
Dinner/Dance 7p

Scouts-MH–6p

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Sunday School 9:15a

Office Closed Holiday

Tabor’s Treasures
10a-2p

Office Hours 10a-2p

Tabor’s Treasures
4p-8p

Office Hours 10a2p

Tabor’s Treasures
9a-1p

Choir Practice
7:30p

Tabor’s Treasures
10a-2p

Adult Bible Study
9:15a

Scouts-MH-6:30p

Tabor’s Treasures
10a-2p

Worship 10:30a
Confirmation Class
11:45a
Scouts-MH-2:30p
Trustees Meeting
following worship

23

24

25

26 Ash Wednesday 27

28

Sunday School 915a

Office Hours 10a-2p

Tabor’s Treasures
10a-2p

Office Hours 10a-2p

Office Hours 10a-2p “Fearless” Retreat
Tabor’s Treasures
10a-1:30p
10a-2p

Adult Bible Study
915a
Worship 10:30am

Scouts-MH-6:30p

Tabor’s Treasures
10a-2p
Worship 7:30p

Tabor’s Treasures
4p-8p
Choir Practice
7:30p

29

Food Pantry Sunday
Scouts– MH-2p
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The United Methodist Church at Mount Tabor
Rev. Amanda Hemenetz, Pastor
5 Simpson Avenue
PO Box 29
Mount Tabor, NJ 07878
We are a ‘Reconciling Congregation’ where ALL are truly welcome.

Dear Church Family,
We are writing to inform you of an expected upcoming change in our church status. As of this coming July 1, The United Methodist
Church at Mount Tabor may be transitioning to a part-time pastor. Our Administrative Council and Staff/Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) have submitted this request to the Bishop and Cabinet and met with our District Superintendent. The request is expected
to be honored.
Why is this happening? We simply do not have enough income to offset the cost of expenses as they are. After much discussion, it
was decided that reducing to a part-time pastor would be the best option.
What does this mean for our church? Our goal is to continue, and add to, our various ministries, though with less pastoral support. This means more volunteer time will be needed of our members. We are sincerely hoping this is a temporary change only; and
that we will be able to return to full-time status once we are financially 'back on our feet.'
What does this mean for Pastor Amanda? There is a possibility Pastor Amanda will remain our pastor, but with another church added under her leadership. There is also the possibility that Pastor Amanda will be moved to a different full-time church. PLEASE
DO NOT DISCUSS THIS WITH OUR YOUNGER CHILDREN, ESPECIALLY GREGORY. Gregory does NOT know
about a possible move, and Pastor Amanda does not want to burden him with that stress until she is informed as to whether she will
be staying or moving. This decision comes from the Bishop.
When will we know for sure? Pastor Amanda and our SPRC will be contacted by our District Superintendent. This could happen
anytime between now and May.
Please keep our church in prayer. Any questions or comments can be directed to Janet Ryans (SPRC Chairperson), Pastor Amanda,
or feel free to attend any Administrative Council Meeting.

In Christ's peace,

Janet Ryans (SPRC Chairperson)
Ken Lemanowicz (Administrative Council Chairperson)
Rev. Amanda Hemenetz (Pastor)
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Get your tickets now! Space is filling up!
6
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News From MO
The Mission Outreach team is alive and kicking in 2020!
Upcoming planned events include:
February: ‘Hugs from the Heart”. Couldn’t we all use just a little bit of kindness to help
brighten up our day? Come join us on Sunday February 9th as we decorate and distribute over
100 Valentine’s to our Mount Tabor community for Valentine’s Day. No previous coloring experience required! 9:15am--Making Valentines. Following worship--Valentine distribution.
March: “UMC Rise Against Hunger”. Come lend a hand preparing food to feed the masses!
A lofty goal of making thousands of sandwiches is in our hands! Along with hundreds of other
volunteers of course! This is a joint venture throughout the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference of The UMC. Our area location for hands-on volunteers: Saturday March 21, 2019 at
the UMC in Sparta. Financial donations will also be collected More info to follow.
April: Interfaith Food Pantry collaborative. We'll be touring the facility and offering some
assistance while there. Stay tuned for details!
THANK YOU to those who donated items and/or gave financial gifts for Project Homeless
Connect! It was a wonderful success consisting of a great day helping the approximately 120
guests with our vast donations of winter coats, clothing and personal hygiene products from our
church community. Here is a short summary of the day: 'Home is a safe haven. Home is where
we want to be. But what if it were to disappear? That’s what happened to 388 individuals and
288 households in Morris County, according to a tally last January by area social service organizations. On Thursday January 23, 2020 Project Homeless Connect hoped to make a dent in
those numbers by connecting the homeless, and those in danger of becoming homeless, with
services that can help. Danielle Pera of the Mental Health Association of Essex and Morris organized the annual event at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Morristown. “We have 40
agencies to offer their services to help resolve homelessness here today. We have veterans’ services, housing authorities, food services, medical services, haircuts, food giveaways, and
clothes — coats, hats, scarves, gloves — anything that you could possibly need is here. It’s a
one-stop shop,” said Pera, who has been in charge for four years. Everything was offered for
free.'

Thank you for being a part of this wonderful mission!
We will also be distributing a survey in the near future to ask the congregation what other types
of helping in our community you all would like to see for the rest of the year. All we need is a
few moments of your time. The MO team is off and running again!
Warren Ververs, Chairperson
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HUGS FROM THE HEART
Our MO Mission of the Month for
February!
Sunday, February 9th, at 9:15am: JOIN US
in making Valentines (kids and adults) in
our Sunday School rooms.
Following worship: JOIN US in distributing
our Valentines to our “Tabor Neighbors”!

THIS LENT
Once again, we’ll be ‘Losing
the Weight for Lent’, a fun
(and healthy) fundraiser. It’s
super easy and rewarding!
See Pastor Amanda to
participate.

CELEBRATION OF SCOUT SUNDAY
We will be celebrating Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts on Sunday, February 23rd. All Scouts
are encouraged to attend. Please come to worship in uniform.
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“FEARLESS”
A retreat based on Max Lucado’s best-selling book.
Where: The UMC at Mount Tabor
When: Saturday, February 29th - 10:00am – 1:30pm (lunch provided)

Cost: $5.00 per person

We’ll explore some of the concepts from “Fearless” we did not get to in worship.
No prep work needed. Open to teens and adults.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

To register, complete the following:
Name:

Email:

Phone (only if no email):
*Optional – Name a fear you have, or an aspect of fear, that you hope will be
discussed:

Registrations will be accepted through Monday, February 24th.
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Tidbits
Like the weather, the shop has been unpredictable. We have had slow days, as
well as busy days. We sold many pieces of furniture in January to new customers.
Our January special was 50% off Alison’s Closet, which was a big hit! We also had
50% off our Christmas decor for a limited time. We continue to receive donations
daily, along with new customers coming in.

During the month we were able to donate clothing and blankets to our Project
Homeless Connection mission. We also donate several prom dresses to the Parsippany Library for their event. Below are 2 of our dresses on display.
See you in the shop!
Dawn
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A big ‘thank you’ to all the Trustees! They have worked hard this past
year to keep things up and running at the Church and parsonage. Many
of them have volunteered numerous hours. A few of the projects that
were completed include: updating lighting, repairing heating issues, installing a new vanity and sink in Memorial Hall bathroom, new coat rack
in entrance and removal of a large tree at the parsonage. The tree took
a year of working with the Town and utility company to have it removed
with no cost to the Church.

Another ‘thank you’ goes out to those Church Members who also helped
to complete the many projects.

We greatly appreciate everyone’s help!
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More Memories from Christmas

Our Children’s Choir

A Special Visitor

Our Choir

The beautifully decorated Sanctuary

Our Liturgical Dancers
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Dear Friends from UMC at Mt. Tabor,
Thank you very much for your 4th quarter 2019 donations totaling 535 pounds of food. Your support makes it
possible for us to continue to provide much needed nutrition and resources to the thousands of Morris County
residents, who for many different reasons, struggle to put food on the table. Thanks to you, our friends and
neighbors going through difficult times have one less thing to worry about knowing that there are people in
their community who truly care!
With your help, we continued to expand our outreach last year and distributed a new record of 1,221,000
pounds of food during more than 22,000 visits to our two Choice Pantries, through our Home Delivery program, and via collaborative partners served by our Mobile Pantry. Volunteer involvement was also at an alltime high, with more than 25,000 hours donated by our family of “staff” volunteers along with the many corporate and civic groups that came on an occasional basis. Thanks to their support, about $.93 of every dollar you
donate goes right to helping our neighbors in need.
Thank you for choosing to make a difference. Wishing you the very best in 2020!
Very truly yours,
Carolyn Lake
Executive Director
Interfaith Food Pantry

FOOD PANTRY SUNDAYS!
Our Food Pantry Sundays have been a great success! Thank you to all who
brought in food donations. If you didn’t receive a food pantry bag, they’re available in worship. December’s donation totaled 95 pounds! Food Pantry Sunday is
the LAST Sunday of each month. The next one is February 23rd.
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Sunday School Offering Going to ‘Mallory’s Army’
For the 2019-2020 school year, our Sunday School chose suicide prevention as the
mission it will support through offerings. Specifically, we will be supporting the
organization ‘Mallory’s Army.’
Mallory Grossman was a student in Rockaway Township who took her own life at
the age of 12 in 2017. ‘Mallory’s Army’ was created to promote both suicide and
bullying prevention.
We understand that suicide is a subject very difficult to address with children. Because of this, our Children’s Sunday School class will be focusing on the antibullying aspect of Mallory’s Army, along with discussing feelings and mental
health, but will NOT be discussing suicide. The topic may be raised in our Youth
classes.

All offerings brought to Sunday School will be donated to Mallory’s Army. Please
give generously in support of our children’s mental health (for more information,
visit mallorysarmy.org).
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Garden of Peace

Now Accepting Payment—Groundbreaking Anticipated Soon
We are creating a beautiful garden that includes a paver patio surrounded by trees, plants, perennials, a unique water feature and landscape lighting. This will be a special place of remembrance for
our loved ones with the interment of ashes. The patio area will be 16’ x 16’ using 12” x 12” stone
pavers. Each stone paver can be purchased and engraved in memory of our loved ones for a
$500.00 donation. This will be a great way to support the church and remember those who have
passed on. Consider reserving a place for yourself or someone special for the future. The church is a
special place to many of us and now we have a way to stay connected. This project will be overseen
by the church trustees to assure maintenance and preservation of the garden. We are now officially
accepting applications. Packets are available in the Church Office. Now is the time to fill out your
application and submit payment to reserve your spot. This fundraiser will help with our goal of long
term stability, all your support is greatly appreciated. Optional payment terms are now available for
those who need them: You may make 2 payments of $250.00 each or 5 payments of $100.00
each.
The Trustees are handling the “Garden of Peace” and plan to have work start next month. We have
received payment for 12 spaces so far ($6,000.00) but need those who made a commitment to
complete and return forms and payment so we can continue our plans and have the Garden completed for spring. If you need forms or have questions about the Garden, please contact the Church
Office or Mike Zinckgraf.
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Where: The Bethel, 30 Simpson Ave. Mt Tabor NJ
When: SUNDAY, March 15 1pm and 5pm
For Tickets: showtix4u.com/events/15021
Limited Seating! Order Today!
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MtTabor

ARTs

collaborative
Register NOW
4 week
FULL DAY
9am-5pm
SUMMER INTENSIVE
JUNE 22-JULY 17
Monday –Friday
Ages 10-18
MtTaborARTs.org

TaborArts@aol.com
201-873-2537

Performance: July 18 & 19, 2020 7:00 PM in the

Mt. Tabor Tabernacle
26 Simpson Ave. Mt. Tabor NJ 07878
Mt Tabor ARTs Collaborative is a 501c3 not for profit organization

The Mount Tabor ARTs Collaborative will be holding their Summer Intensive camp here,
once again, this summer. If your children are interested in the program, it is time to register now.

This is an amazing program. Please put the performance on your calendar. You will not
be disappointed!
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OUR SHOPPING FUNDRAISER!
It’s easy! You’re shopping online anyway, why not shop through umcmarket.org and
earn cash back for the Church!

Welcome to the UMC Cash Back Market, where you can shop at thousands of retailers you know and love and earn cash back for your church.
No Fees to your church or you. UMC Market pays out commissions from retailers to
our church each month - simple!
Please sign in or sign up, select your church location, and then click through to retailers.

UMCmarket…Savings. Support.
Online shopping is simple. That's why we do it. Add a benefit by shopping UMCmarket.org.
Following a few simple steps, you can register, designate the church you want to support
and shop. It's that simple. We know how simple online shopping is. Now donating to your
favorite United Methodist ministry can be as simple.
School supplies. Holiday shopping. Weddings. Birthday gifts. Home decorating.
Hundreds of stores to choose from so that you get to shop where you like.
There is no cost to you or the Church. Give it a try!
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ALTAR FLOWERS

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Adult Bible Study is at 9:15am.
Everyone welcome! Join us!

The following flowers were graciously given
in worship during the month of January:
January 5th —Harry Henderson—In
memory of Harry Henderson, Sr. and Dorothy Henderson.
January 12th — Bill Harrison—In memory
of his parents, Jack & Lee Harrison and
brother, John Harrison.
January 19th —Marie & Ron Dickerson—In
memory of loved ones.

_________________________

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Our Sunday School classes
are going strong, with our
Children’s Class learning
about Superheroes of the
Bible!
All Ages welcome at 9:15am
on Sundays.

If you are interested in sponsoring a week of altar flowers,
please contact the church office. There are dates available!
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FEBRUARY

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Feb.6th
Feb. 8th
Feb. 9th
Feb.12th
Feb. 15th
Feb. 16th
Feb. 19th
Feb. 20th
Feb. 23rd
Feb. 26th
Feb. 27th
Feb. 28th

Brandon Cochran
Todd Osborne
Jeff Dickerson
Morgan Dickerson
Christine Cochran
Sharon Kratt
Jesse Meyers
Glenn McCrostie
Bernie Spille
Donna Wojcik, Jean Embler
Bruce Downing
Jeanne Believe, Bruce H Downing, Jr.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Feb. 3rd
Feb. 14th

Ron & Marie Dickerson
Nancy & Robert Gerardi

Members and Friends In The Military
Erin Parker, US Air Force, former church
member and son of Kathy & Chris
Parker
Michael O’Neil
Drew Greenlees, US Navy, serving in Iraq,
Graduate of PHHS, grew up in Glacier Hills
Mike Sgambati, US Air Force, living in New
Mexico, Husband of Melissa
Meyers
Alex Degrosky, friend of the Scala Family
Steven Masker, US Army, back in the USfriend of the Dickerson Family
Melissa Pier, US Marines
Danny Antolos, friend of Ruth Blazure
Ridar Gunderson, US Marines

HOURS
Tuesdays 10am—2pm
Wednesdays 10am—2pm
Thursdays 4pm—8pm
Fridays 10am—2pm
Saturdays 9am—1pm
One bag of donations will be accepted
in the thrift shop during store hours.
For larger donations or furniture donations, please contact Dawn Z at
taborstreasureumc@gmail.com.
Currently taking fall/winter clothing
donations.

We apologize if you were not included on our list. If we have not listed
your birthday, please contact the church office so we can include you in
future editions.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today’s Chuckle

BITS & PIECES
Do you have something to announce? The deadline for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at
10:00am. The deadline for the monthly Tidings
newsletter will be the 20th of each month.
Please feel free to contribute!!
PRAYER CHAIN

Our church has an active prayer chain whose
members regularly receive requests for prayers
for specific needs. Although most often it concerns health, the need may be in other areas as
well. To place a request for prayers, please call
the church office at 973-627-4243 or email the
office at umcmounttabor@verizon.net.

COFFEE HOUR VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
PRAYERS NEEDED
Please keep the following people in your prayers:
David Ober, Jr
Clare Ramaglia
Carolyn Wescott
Beth Shaw
Shirley Lynch
Jessica Zinckgraf
David Ober, Sr.
Fred Midlige

Donna Wojcik
Jan Atkinson
Jeanne Believe
Patricia Caldari
Michael Manna
Sean Byrnes
Gail Stiner
Nancy Gerardi

for set-up, clean-up, and/or to
provide food. Please sign up in
Memorial Hall or contact the
church office.
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WELCOME
The United Methodist Church at Mount Tabor is a community of faith-filled friends who
seek to grow closer to God through the ministry of Jesus Christ and by the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. We celebrate the history of Mount Tabor, and look with hope toward the
future. Everyone is welcome here; everyone is cherished here; for everyone is a child of
God. All are welcome to participate with us in our journey of faith, regardless of background, theological stance, or personal characteristics. We rejoice in God creating us to be
a diverse family; and we strive to follow the Spirit’s leading as one, while maintaining and
upholding our individuality. Because of the current official stance of The United Methodist
Church, we feel it is important to state a welcome to those of all sexual orientations and
gender identities—You are welcome here.
God loves you just the way you are; and so do we.

OUR TEAM IN MINISTRY
Pastor: Reverend Amanda Hemenetz
Parsonage: 973-784-3758 Email: AmandaHemenetz@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: Reverend Carolyn Fagan
Home: 973-285-3965
Email: carolynmayfagan@gmail.com
Student Pastor: Jeannette Zajac
Cell: 570-269-5182
Email: Jeannette.zajac@gmail.com
Manager, Tabor’s Treasures: Dawn Zinckgraf
Home: 973-538-5039
Email: taborstreasuresumc@gmail.com
Church Office Administrator: Dodi Skovronek
Office: 973-627-4243
Email: umcmounttabor@verizon.net
Ad Council Chair
Church Council
Finance
Fundraising
Lay Leader
Ministry of Art
Music/Worship
Staff Parish Relations
Stewardship
Sunday School
Treasurer
Trustees

Ken Lemanowicz
John Ryans
Kevin Davis
Adam & Trish Caravaglia
Ned Stroh
Dawn Zinckgraf
Rachel Caldari-Stroh
Janet Ryans
Jill Downing
Hilary Ververs
John Ryans
Mike Zinckgraf

973-401-1427
973-625-3660
973-971-9927
973-903-9082
973-876-9846
973-538-5039
973-876-9846
973-625-3660
908-852-6026
973-625-7310
973-625-3660
973-538-5039

————————————————————————————————————————
The United Methodist Church at Mount Tabor publishes Tidings monthly. Please address correspondence to:
The United Methodist Church at Mount Tabor
5 Simpson Avenue
PO Box 29
Mount Tabor, NJ 07878-0029
Email: umcmounttabor@verizon.net
www.umcmounttabor.com
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