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I’m stressed. How about you? Health’s a mess. House is a mess.
Church finances are a mess. Country’s a mess. The whole world’s a
mess. Too much to do. Way too little time. But you know what? I’m
still smiling! Why? Because God is good, all the time; and all the time,
God is good!
Sounds silly, but it really isn’t—It’s the greatest truth ever told. Sounds
too simple, because it is—It’s all just about love and grace.
So as schedules are hectic and times uncertain—BREATHE. As long as
there is God, there is goodness. And God’s not leaving, so there’s always
something good to celebrate!
Happy Spring!

Altar Flowers

5

Youth Group

6

Easter Sunday
Blessing of the Animals

7
8

Bridges Run

9

News Around the
Church

10

Sympathies

11

Church Picnic

12

Uptown Art

13

Seussical Jr.
Graduates

14

Peace,
Pastor Amanda
Trustees Corner

17

Quilting Adult Bible Class

18

R&R

19

Joey Bella

20

Birthdays

21

Prayer Requests

22

Contact Information

23

15

2

PLEASE SUPPORT
THE INTERFAITH
FOOD PANTRY
WITH YOUR
NON-PERISHABLE
DONATION!

MAY’S
FEATURED
ITEM IS:
CAKE MIXES
AND
FROSTINGS

WORSHIP INFORMATION
SUNDAY SERVICE 10:30am
Join us in May
May 21st—Last day of Sunday School and Adult Bible Study.
Children’s Celebration in worship. Church Family Picnic
following worship.
May 29th—Pentecost. Firefighters’ Sunday. Memorial Day
Weekend.

SUMMER WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
We are looking for volunteers for the summer months to
Usher/Greet, Read, and work in Childcare.
There will be a sign up sheet in Coffee Hour.

CHOIR
REHEARSAL

Now is a GREAT
time to join the
choir.
Rehearsals are
Thursdays,
7:30pm in the
Sanctuary.

PRAYER FOR MAY
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you that we may be your
children. We thank you that through your Spirit our hearts may
know that we are your children. Even when everything around
us becomes difficult and we are hemmed in by darkness, we remain your children. Even when we often do not see how we are
to go on and everything seems to be taken from us, we remain
your children. Even when sin and death surround us and accuse
us of being in the wrong, we still remain your children. As your
children we entrust ourselves to your hands. In our whole life,
in all our work and activity, we dwell in what has come from
you, and we rejoice in Christ our Savior. Amen.
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IMPORTANT Finance Update – May 2017
As we approach the summer season, where attendance during Sunday worship usually declines, along with weekly giving, the Finance Committee felt we should share the state of our finances. We met on April 24 th to discuss,
again, the difficult financial situation our church is facing. While we have tried different soft approaches, the time
is right to share the ‘cold-hard truth.’ There are several things you need to be aware of--Most importantly, at present, we anticipate between a 20 thousand and 30 thousand short-fall for this fiscal year. We are living, as they
say, hand-to-mouth, week to week, paycheck to paycheck. If things do not change in the next couple of months,
when summer arrives and our giving weakens further (as we all turn our minds to vacations), we will not have
enough funds to meet our monthly obligations. The Finance Committee has made a list of the hard choices that
may have to be considered; things like cutting our worship music program, reducing the hours of church office
staff, and going to a part time pastor (would possibly mean a new pastor). Whether we were to be forced to
make one of these choices or all of them, there would surely be a negative impact or our church.
On the positive side, there are promising items that are being established and worked on to help offset the projected deficit, like formation of the Fundraising Team and increased advertising for Tabor Treasures. While these
items are blooming and give us hope, no one item is going to solve the current financial situation; which is why
we decided it is time to put the cold-hard facts in front of you, the members.
We know that this is not something that one person or committee can solve alone; but as a church, we can; and I
hope and pray we will find the inner strength to overcome. Some may be thinking, ‘I made the effort the last
time,’ or ‘maybe everyone else will step up,’ which is fine until only a few do or no one does, at which time we will
have to go to the list of hard choices and start making cuts.
For reference, our monthly expenses average 10 thousand a month. Plate giving has been averaging about 1500
a week, or 6 thousand a month. Rental donations and Tabors Treasures income are averaging around 2 thousand
per month. We come up short by a couple thousand every month that has 4 Sundays, and almost break even
when we have a 5 Sunday month. Broken down to a weekly number, we need to increase the amount coming in,
or decrease our expenses going out, by $550 to $850 EACH WEEK.
Our goal as a church should be to fund missions. Currently, our only planned mission giving is to the benevolences of the UMC Conference, which we have been forced to put on hold due to the financial situation (We had
pledged to give at least 10% of our monthly income). Together, as a congregation, we need to resolve to rise up
to first stabilize our church, and then fund missions that are important to us and Jesus Christ.
There are several ways you can participate—through one time giving; an increase in weekly giving; and/or giving
on weeks you do not attend worship services. Consider joining the Fundraising Team, leading the Team, contribute to fundraisers, or create a fundraiser of your own (please run any ideas by Pastor Amanda first). Volunteer to
research Stewardship ideas. Invite friends, family, and co-workers to church—The more our membership grows,
the less our financial worries will be.
We ask that you take a moment and ask God for guidance, look deep inside, and act. It is through action and
grace that we will overcome this difficult situation.
With hope in your participation and prayers,
Kevin Davis, Finance Chairperson
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ALTAR FLOWERS
The following flowers were graciously given in
worship during the month of April:
April 2nd—The Zinckgraf Family—In memory
of Loved Ones
April 9th—Ann Brunskill—In memory of Cornelis & Anje Van Bruinisse Sr, Casey & Erna Van
Bruinissee Jr, and Kathryn Van Bruinisse
Fazzalori
April 16th—Easter Flowers—Thank you to all
who donated to make the sanctuary look so
beautiful.
April 23rd—The Downing Family—In memory
of their grandparents, Mr & Mrs Michael
Jorgenson

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR
CHILDREN AND YOUTH AT
9:15AM!
What a wonderful year we’ve
had!!
Our last day of Sunday School will
be May 21st. The children and
youth are currently working to
create their own worship service,
which will be shared with the
congregation on that day.
We’ve had an AMAZING year!
THANK YOU to all who have
participated and volunteered!

There are still dates open for donating altar
flowers in honor or memory of someone. The
open dates are:
July 30
August 13
If you would like to sponsor the altar flowers on
any of these Sundays, please call the Church
Office. Sponsorship is $30.00 per week.
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YOUTH GROUP GOOD FRIDAY TRIP TO OCEAN GROVE

Communion on the beach.

The Great Auditorium.

The Ocean Grove Museum.
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EASTER SUNDAY!
<
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

Maggie Gerardi awaiting her blessing.
We’ll miss you, Maggie! Maggie died 2 weeks after
this was taken. Please keep her owners, Nancy &
Bob, in prayer

Bella Sullivan exploring under the pews.

Nicole brought Billy to be blessed

Taylor and Ramsey snuggling and worshipping.
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BRIDGES RUN
Coordinator: Sarah Lefsyk
HERE’S HOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE:
BRIDGES RUN: Saturday, June 17, 2017
Meet at Church—8:30am
I will help in the following way(s):
_____Go on the Bridges Run ( be at church at 8:30am)
_____Help organize items ahead of time
_____Help with last minute packing
_____Toiletries: (ESPECIALLY NEEDED) small bottles only
Shampoo
soap
Q-Tips
Toothpaste
Hair spray
shaving cream Band-Aids
Toothbrushes mouthwash
body lotion
_____ Form a team to prepare lunches to be dropped off at the church no later
that 8:00am on June 17th or join our paper bag lunch making party on
Friday night, June 16th.
______Juice Boxes
______Lunch Meat, cheese and/or bread for sandwiches
______Boxes of snack-like cakes, cookies—individually wrapped
______Fresh fruit: grapes, tangerines, tangelos
______Heavy duty plastic garbage bags
______Gallon Ziploc bags
______Money donation (to church)
Name:__________________________________________________
Phone #s
Home_______________________________________
Cell ________________________________________
E-Mail __________________________________________________
Non-Perishables can be placed on the BRIDGES table in the entry way to Memorial Hall. You may bring
donations on Sundays while at church, or Mon and Wed from 10am—3pm and Fri from 10am—4pm.
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NEWS AROUND THE CHURCH
VISITATION TEAM
Pastor Amanda is looking to train and send forth volunteers to assist her
in visitation to our shut-ins, and others whom we haven’t seen in a
while. Easy and fun! See Pastor Amanda for more information.

QUILTING!
Every Tuesday evening at
7:00pm in the Upper Room. No
experience required! Fun,
fellowship, and a great mission!!

ARTS IN MINISTRY
During the month of June, we will celebrate how the Arts can be/are used in ministry!
We’re looking for people to volunteer their TALENTS (singing, dancing, painting, playing
an instrument, creative writing, drama, etc.) during worship! Volunteers need not be associated with the church. Know of anyone who might be interested, reach out to them
and let Pastor Amanda know. AN ART AUCTION will be held Saturday - Sunday, June
24th-25th. If you paint, embroider, sculpt, etc. please plan to participate by donating a
piece (or pieces). All proceeds will benefit the church. Spread the word to any artists
you may know!
10

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS THROUGH MAY

USHERS/GREETERS
May 21st—Youth Group
May 28th—Blake Davis & Sarah Lefsyk

In Christian Sympathy
Anne Taylor passed away on April
10, 2017. Please keep her family
and friends in your thoughts and
prayers.

Please keep the family and friends
of Kay Hutchinson in your thoughts
and prayers also. Kay passed away
on April 30, 2017.

READERS
May 21st—Jessica Zinckgraf

SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSISTANTS
May 21st—Nancy Gerardi
May 28th—No Sunday School

CHILDCARE
May 21st—No Child Care
May 28th—No Child Care

We thank them both for their years
of service to the church.
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Join us for our 5th
Annual

WHEN: Sunday, May 21st, following worship (gathering approximately
12:00 noon.)
WHERE: At Tabor Pond (Behind the Barns on Dickerson Rd).
WHAT: We’ll celebrate our graduates, have a ‘Youth vs Adults’ volleyball game, and enjoy good food and great company! Bring lawn chairs
and a side dish to share. Willing to bring hotdogs, hamburgers, rolls,
drinks, condiments, or a grill? Contact the church office.
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An Afternoon with the UMC at Mount Tabor at . . .

Spend time with friends, learn to paint, and support our church with this FUN fundraiser!

Sunday, June 4th, 3-5pm
$45.00 per person
We’ll be painting “Beautiful Beach” (visit www.uptownart.com/denville and view the calendar to see the painting in color).

Yes! I’m attending the UpTown Art Fundraiser!
Name:________________________________________
Preferred Contact Info (email address or phone number):______________________________________
How many tickets are you reserving? ($45 each)_______
Total $ enclosed (please make checks out to UMC Mount Tabor):________
THANK YOU!! And Happy Painting!
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Mt. Tabor ARTs Collaborative
Full Day Music Theatre Camp

July 10 – July 21 9:00a.m. – 5:00p.m.
Monday- Friday Cost: $600.00

Seussical Jr. July 22 7:00p.m.
Name________________________________________

Email ________________________________________

Address________________________________________________City_____________________ State ________ Zip Code ________
Day Phone _______________________________________ Eve Phone ________________________________________
Minor’s Age ___________ Minor’s Adult Contact _________________________________________
Emergency Contact & Phone __________________________________________________________________________
Music Theatre Camp: Number of Children ___________________Cost $600.00 ___________ Extended Hours $700.00________

[ ] Payment enclosed (check/money order payable Mt. Tabor Arts Collaborative, no cash by mail please).
Total: _________________________
All Students: By submitting this form you indicate that you agree to abide by the school policies including the refund policy that states—
No refunds are given unless we are notified ten days prior to the camp . I/We the parents of the above named child do hereby give my/our
approval to his/her participation in any and all activities. I/We do assume all risks and hazards incidental to the conduct of the activities
and transportation to and from the activities and do further hereby release, absolve, indemnify and hold harmless the Mt. Tabor United
Methodist Church, Mt. Tabor Arts Collaborative and the organizers, sponsors, and supervisors, any or all of them. In case of injury, to
my/our child I/We waived all claims against the organizers, the sponsors, or any of the supervisors appointed by them

Signature required __________________________________________ Name (please print) _________________________________________
Tel: 201-873–2537

email: TaborArts@aol.com

www.mttaborarts.org

PO Box 155 Mt. Tabor, NJ 07878
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Mount Tabor ARTS Collaborative is looking for dedicated
volunteers for our future events!
If you love theatre,
MTAC has the volunteer opportunity for you
Looking for a creative community service project?
*Front of House * Stage Managers * Running Crew * Graphic Design * Camp Assistants
Contact us at TaborArts@aol.com

Broadway Benefit Concert May 20th, 8:00pm

Hair Turns 50 in Tabor! Benefit Reunion Concert June 3rd, 8:00pm

2 Week Music Theatre Camp
Seussical Jr, July 22nd, 7:00pm
Great opportunity to get some experience, broaden your horizons, earn community service
hours or just enjoy the Theatre process.

IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP
May 21st - Last day of Sunday School and Adult Bible Study. Children’s Celebration in
Worship. Our 5th Annual Church Family Picnic.
May 29th - Firefighters’ Sunday. Memorial Day Weekend. Ascension Sunday.
June 4—Uptown Art Fundraiser. Pentecost Sunday.
June 17—Bridges Run
June 25—Choir Celebration. Art Auction.
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The United Methodist Church at Mt. Tabor

Graduation Celebrations!
8th Grade, High School, College, Higher Education

Our graduates (8th Grade, High School, College, Higher Education) will be
celebrated in our June edition of the Tidings. The graduate or his/her family
may complete this form. Place the completed form in the offering plate or return it to the church office. The deadline for returning the information is Sunday, May 28th. Graduates will also be honored at a church picnic following
worship on May 21, 2017.
Full name of graduate
________________________________________
Full name of school graduating from
__________________________________________
Degree or certification (if applicable)
_________________________________________
Career/Training emphasis (e.g nursing) (if applicable)
_____________________________________________
Will the graduate be beginning another school in the fall? If so, which
institution?
________________________________________________
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TRUSTEES CORNER!
The Parsonage kitchen is renewed! Thanks to all who worked so hard on replacing it, Bob Gerardi, Joe Scala, Mary & Russell Tirpak. All that is left to add
is a fresh coat of paint and a new floor.
The grounds are looking beautiful as Spring has arrived. There has been raking, planting, mowing, etc. It is green and colorful!
Plumbing has been an issue in the Church, but our dedicated Trustees are hard
at work in resolving issues.
Our thanks to all of you for your continued hard work and dedication!

Saturday, May 20th
Come help clean the church interior!
With our secretary on medical leave,
we’ve got some catching up to do. Bring
cleaning supplies, lightweight vacuums,
dusting necessities, etc. 9am—12noon.
Here’s hoping you’ll join us.

MANSION IN MAY
FEATURING ZO LANDSCAPING AND OUR OWN MICHAEL ZINCKGRAF!
As a fundraiser for Morristown Medical Center, “The Abbey” on Madison Avenue, inside and out, is on display for the month of May. Michael Zincgraf’s ‘ZO Landscaping’
was chosen to do one of the outdoor gardens. Strolling the grounds is free (tickets to
enter the Mansion are $50.00). Visit mansioninmay.org for more information.
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FROM OUR QUILTERS
Our new quilting group officially started on Tuesday, April 18th. They
will continue meeting on Tuesdays at 7:00pm in the Upper Room. No
experience necessary! Come and be creative and have FUN! This is a
great mission.

ADULT BIBLE CLASS
Join us at 9:15am on Sundays in The Upper Room.
Classes will be held through May 21st.
This is a ‘Drop In’ class with a different focus each week.
All Always Welcome!
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or

UPDATE

Mt.

$26,648.29

$11,811.71
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MAY

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
May 2nd
May 3rd
May 5th
May 8th
May 17th
May 24th
May 27th
May 28th

Erin Parker, US Air Force, former church
member and son of Kathy & Chris
Parker
Michael O’Neil
Drew Greenlees, US Navy, serving in Iraq,
Graduate of PHHS, grew up in Glacier Hills
Mike Sgambati, US Air Force, living in New
Mexico, Husband of Melissa
Meyers
Alex Degrosky, friend of the Scala Family
Steven Masker, US Army, Kuwait, friend of
the Dickerson Family
JJ Yososoegito, US Marines, Middle East
Melissa Pier, US Marines

Marie Dickerson, Leroy Smith
Kevin Simonson, Elva Neumann, Dawn
Zinckgraf
Robert Lennox
Emily Embler
Lucille Perrault
Sharon Dickerson, Graham Osborne
Dennis Robjohns
Thomas Perrault

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
May 16th
May 22nd
May 26th

Members and Friends In The Military

Bernie & Paula Spille
Denise & Rick Rothman
Jean & Donald Embler

We apologize if you were not included on our list. If we have not listed
your birthday, please contact the church office so we can include you in
future editions.

Reminder— Tabor’s Treasures drop-off days for donations
from church members are the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each
month in Memorial Hall.

Tabor’s Treasures will be closed Saturday, May 27th,
for Memorial Day Weekend.

HOURS
Wednesdays 10am—2pm
Thursdays 10am—2pm & 4pm—8pm
Saturdays 9am—1pm
Volunteers are needed.
needed. Join the fun! To
volunteer call Nancy Gerardi.
For church members bringing
donations—please place them OUTSIDE
the back closet in Memorial Hall.
Clothing can be left in the box on the
stage. Thank you! Furniture must be
scheduled for inspection through the
church office prior to donation. We
allow ONE BAG of donations during
shopping hours. At this time, we are
not accepting puzzles and board games.
We no longer accept VHS Tapes. If you
have more, please contact the church
office at 973-627-4243 to make
arrangements.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today’s Chuckle

BITS & PIECES
Do you have something to announce? The deadline for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at
9:00am. The deadline for the monthly Tidings
newsletter will be the 20th of each month.
Please feel free to contribute!!
PRAYER CHAIN
Our church has an active prayer chain whose
members regularly receive requests for prayers
for specific needs. Although most often it concerns health, the need may be in other areas as
well. To place a request for prayers, please call
the church office at 973-627-4243 or email the
office at umcmounttabor@verizon.net.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
PRAYERS NEEDED
Please keep the following people in your prayers:
David Ober, Jr
Terry Ober
LeRoy “Smitty” Smith
John Harrison
The Family of Deb Sheldon Anne Newman
Dale Lennox
Denise Parker
Our Nation at this time of transition
The Hemenetz Family
Pastor Amanda
The Family of Anne Taylor
The Family of Kay Hutchinson

We are looking for volunteers to assist in
the CSA Program by dispersing vegetable
baskets to CSA Members.
It is on Wednesday afternoons from
3pm—7pm.
Volunteers receive a personal share of
vegetables for their time working (plus
the smell of the kitchen is amazing with
all that produce!).
There is a sign up sheet in Memorial Hall.
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WELCOME
The United Methodist Church at Mount Tabor is a community of faith-filler friends who
seek to grow closer to God through the ministry of Jesus Christ and by the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. We celebrate the history of Mount Tabor, and look with hope toward the
future. Everyone is welcome here; everyone is cherished here; for everyone is a child of
God. All are welcome to participate with us in our journey of faith, regardless of background, theological stance, or personal characteristics. We rejoice in God creating us to be
a diverse family; and we strive to follow the Spirit’s leading as one, while maintaining and
upholding our individuality. Because of the current official stance of The United Methodist
Church, we feel it is important to state a welcome to those of all sexual orientations and
gender identities—You are welcome here.
God loves you just the way you are; and so do we.

OUR TEAM IN MINISTRY
Pastor: Reverend Amanda Hemenetz
Parsonage: 973-784-3758
Email: AmandaHemenetz@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: Reverend Carolyn Fagan
Home: 973-285-3965
Email: Fagancarolyn@aol.com
Church Office Administrator: Dodi Skovronek
Office: 973-627-4243 Fax: 973-627-0601
Email: umcmounttabor@verizon.net
Church Council
Finance
Church Lay Member to
Conference
Church Lay Leader
Ministry of Art
Mission Outreach
Music/Worship
Pianist
Staff Parish Relations
Sunday School
Treasurer
Trustees

John Ryans
Kevin Davis

973-625-3660
973-971-9927

Joe Scala
Bob Newman
Dawn Zinckgraf
Sarah Lefsyk
Rachel Caldari Stroh
Nicole Van Hoven
Bob Newman
Hilary Ververs
Ken Miller
Mike Zinckgraf

973-627-4760
973-627-2494
973-538-5039
973-234-5111
973-876-9846
973-627-2494
973-625-7310
973-539-8231
973-538-5039

————————————————————————————————————————
The United Methodist Church at Mount Tabor publishes Tidings monthly. Please address correspondence to:
The United Methodist Church at Mount Tabor
5 Simpson Avenue
PO Box 29
Mount Tabor, NJ 07878-0029
Email: umcmounttabor@verizon.net
www.umcmounttabor.com
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