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Pastor’s Message
A In July’s Tidings, I wrote of how a number of conferences in The United Methodist Church
had responded since the shootings in Orlando by voting to become ‘Non-Conforming’—some
conferences, and individual churches, have voted to follow all doctrines and policies contained
in our book of order, The Book of Discipline, EXCEPT THOSE pertaining to sexual orientation
and same-gender marriage. These ‘Non-Conforming’ conferences and churches have taken a
stand by proclaiming those who are gay and lesbian are no different than those who are straight—they are not sinful
in their choice of partners, and their marriages should and will be celebrated by our clergy and in our churches, though
such actions are prohibited by The Book of Discipline.
I applaud such bold and courageous actions! They are proof of the Holy Spirit at work!
Conversations are happening in our own conference to do the same, and some individual churches in Greater New
Jersey have already begun to act in a ‘Non-Conforming’ way, offering marriages in their buildings and by their clergy to
same-sex couples.
At the Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference, which was held in June and consisted of representatives from all UMC
conferences in the northeastern area of our country (including our own), a petition was presented to officially end all
church trials against clergy who perform same-sex weddings. That petition has been referred for a ruling of law from
those who interpret our Book of Discipline; the ruling is due within the next few weeks. A blanket ‘Non-Conformity’
vote for the entire Northeast Jurisdiction, though the delegates voted in favor, was turned down as being out of order.
In other words—in our area, the majority view in the UMC is one of change and acceptance of ALL PEOPLE, but we’re
not sure how to make it happen on a large scale. We’re trapped in our own rules. It is important, however, to remember that the Holy Spirit transcends The Book of Discipline; we need to continue as individual churches to extend
grace to all, regardless of whether the full Church is able to do that yet as a body or not.
The Western Jurisdiction of the UMC, consisting of those closest to the western shore of our country, voted to elect
the first openly lesbian bishop. Please be in prayer for the newly-consecrated Bishop Karen Oliveto, who has already
been brought up on charges for her sexuality since her consecration as bishop. Her election and consecration is, perhaps, the most far-reaching action against the current stance of The Book of Discipline in reference to sexual orientation. While many (including me) celebrate her election and call it the work of God in a blessedly-changing church,
many other United Methodists see her election as the crumbling of the UMC, if not the work of Satan. We are a very
divided church.
And yet, we all serve the same God. The God of love and grace. The church was not created to be a place of rules and
regulations only; the church was created to be a place of service, equipping the people to love as Jesus loved. I believe we are still doing that, and will continue to do that, by the grace of God. And we can and should do that together, gay and straight alike.
Here at the UMC at Mount Tabor, we will continue to converse on the subject of sexual orientation, and whether or
not we will choose to take action beyond being a Reconciling Congregation. Please feel free to reach out to me with
any comments, concerns, or suggestions.
It’s hard to live in changing times, but it is only through change that we move forward. As the Holy Spirit continues to
move, I pray we move with it!

Peace,
Pastor Amanda
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PLEASE SUPPORT
THE INTERFAITH
FOOD PANTRY
WITH YOUR
NON-PERISHABLE
DONATION!

AUGUST’S
FEATURED
ITEM IS:

WORSHIP INFORMATION
SUNDAY SERVICE 9:30am
(continues through August)
WORSHIP IN AUGUST
Through August 21st—The Olympic Spirit - Learning from
Our Athletes

CONDIMENTS

GIVING THANKS
We invite your family to use the prayer below during the month of
August.

CHOIR
REHEARSAL

is on break for
the summer.
See you again
in September.
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WORSHIP SERVICE INFORMATION

GREETERS/USHERS
August 7
Blake Davis & Sue Meyers
Communion Steward: Karen Kelly
August 14
Joe Scala & Jamaal Parker
August 21
Sarah Lefsyk & John Ryans
August 28
Bob & Nancy Gerardi
September 4
Ruth Blazure & Barbara Strub
Communion Stewward: Linda Hemenetz

WORSHIP READERS
August 7
August 14
August 21
August 28
September 4

SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSISTANTS
Enjoy the summer off! Assistants and one lead
teacher needed for September! See Pastor
Amanda for info.

ACOLYTES
Enjoy your summer! Want to acolyte on a Sunday
over the summer? Just let Pastor Amanda know
when you arrive for worship.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES
August 5-7 Children’s Day Weekend!
Sept 17th— Bridges Run to Newark. Volunteers
needed for the Run and for making lunches. Many
hands make light work! If you are interested in participating in this wonderful and rewarding mission,
please see Sarah Lefsyk for more information.
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH IS DONE
FOR THIS SCHOOL YEAR. We look forward to seeing
everyone again in September.
SUMMER WORSHIP FOR AUGUST WILL BEGIN AT
9:30AM.

CHILDCARE
August 7
August 14
August 21
August 28
September 4

George Hemenetz
Hilary Ververs
Sharon Dickerson
Janet Ryans
Sue Meyers

Jill Downing & Linda Hemenetz
Sarah Lefsyk & Chrissy Weaver
George Hemenetz & Hannah Ververs
Juliette Parker & Nicole Zinckgraf
Krysta Keller & Jessica Zinckgraf
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We received the following letter from
the Interfaith Food Pantry.
“Dear Friends at UMC Mount Tabor:
Thank you very much for your 2nd quarter 2016 donations totaling 61 pounds of food. Your support makes
such a difference in so many lives!
Jenny, who is almost 70, and her husband worked
most of their lives in factories. When he became ill
and her company moved out of state, the were forced
to retire, and are now living on social security. They
were just making ends meet when they had to take
their granddaughter in to live with them. Their health
expenses and an addition mouth to feed took a toll on
their already stretched finances. ‘I am not one to complain’, said Jenny, ‘but a neighbor in our senior housing apartment saw how my family was living, with so
little food, and told me to come to the Interfaith Food
Pantry. I have now been coming since 2011 and don’t
know what I’d do without you. Before, I had to choose
between our medications and food for my family and
now I don’t anymore.’
Every month, with your help, we are able to provide
support to over 1,100 different families struggling just
like Jenny’s, providing them with healthy food including milk, produce, and meat. This makes it possible
for them to keep the roof over their heads and the
family together. In addition, we work to meet some
of their other needs and this summer we are collecting
for our “We’ve Got Your Back” school supplies and
backpack program and plan to begin distribution in
August. If you would like to help and want more information, please check out our website at
www.mcifp.org or give us a call.
We are truly grateful for your support and your
willingness to show our clients that people do care
about them and want to help.
Hoping you have a wonderful summer!
Rosemary Gilmartin”

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR
CHILDREN AND YOUTH IS ON
SUMMER BREAK!

A big ‘thank you’ to our
teachers and assistants.
We had a GREAT 20152016 school year. Opening day for next season
will be September 11.
Come back and join us in
September !
One lead teacher and assistants
are needed for September. See
Pastor Amanda for info.
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NEWS AROUND THE CHURCH

We are happy to announce that Tabor’s Treasures
Thrift Shop is once again open and serving the
community!! For those of you who did not know, we
had a “flood” with a broken water pipe in April. The
Thrift Shop has been closed since then while repairs
were being performed. We are happy to announce
that we are back in business. Lots of great new
merchandise and a shiny clean looking shop await
you!! We want to thank everyone for their hard
work in getting it open so quickly.
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Tabor’s Treasures Re-Opens

Youth Group Members
working hard!!!!

Delicious Chocolates!

The best volunteers work here!!
New beautiful merchandise!
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
THRIFT SHOP: Volunteers are needed in ALL AREAS now that
we are back open!!! Assist with sorting, pricing, eventually, putting items in the shop,
working the shop, and organizing/tidying up
the shop. Please contact the church office if
you are interested!
MUSIC: Join the Chancel Choir! No experience necessary. Our
singers meet on Thursdays, 7:30pm, in the
sanctuary beginning in September. The Chancel
Choir contact is Rachel Caldari Stroh. We would love
to have you! The choir will re-convene in September.
Think about a fall ministry.
CROP SHARE: We are once again hosting Alstede Farms Crop
Share program. We are looking for volunteers to distribute produce to the CSA Members on Wednesdays, from 3pm—7pm, from
the church kitchen. Volunteers receive a personal size share of
produce for their time. Sign-up sheet is located on the table in
Memorial Hall.
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UPDATE
$24,504.64

$13,955.36
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A note from Jeff Dickerson:
“I brought these back from our Guatemala trip and I am selling them for
a $5.00 donation to our R&R Campaign. The colors have the following
significance:
BLACK Sin/Darkness
RED Jesus’ Blood/Fire
BLUE Baptism/Water
WHITE Forgiveness/Air, Wind
GREEN Spiritual Growth/Earth
YELLOW Eternal Life/Sun
I will have them in church and
at Foodtown and I have about
40 to sell. Feel free to post/
repost/Tweet/Smoke Signal/
Drum/Morse Code this
message.
Jeff”

Thank you Jeff for combining
your Guatemala mission with
the R&R Campaign.
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MISSION POSSIBLE!

Hats off to the Dickerson Family
for another year of serving From
Houses to Homes in Guatemala.
They spent a year raising funds
and then spent a week of their
time building homes for those
who have none. This is a beautiful
mission project and to do it as a
family is an added blessing!! Well
done Dickersons!!
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MEETING SCHEDULE


We extend our sympathies
to Pastor Amanda’s family
on the passing of her grandmother, Marjorie Denner.
Please keep her family and
friends in your thoughts and
prayers.

Worship time is 9:30am for July &
August!

UPCOMING EVENTS
August 4-7—Children’s Day Weekend!!

There will be a memorial service
for Margie Little on September
17th, at 11:30am.

Sept 17—will be our next Bridges Run to Newark. Volunteers are needed. Please see Sarah
Lefsyk for more information or call the church
office. SAVE THE DATE!

All are welcome to come.
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JULY

Members and Friends In The Military
Lauren Luther, US Marines, Mt Tabor
Resident
Erin Parker, US Air Force, former church
member and son of Kathy & Chris
Parker
Michael O’Neil
Drew Greenlees, US Navy, serving in
Iraq, Graduate of PHHS, grew up in
Glacier Hills
Mike Sgambati, US Air Force, living in
New Mexico, Husband of Melissa
Meyers
Alex Degrosky, friend of the Scala Family

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
August 1 Jewel Burns
August 4 Amanda Kratt
August 11 Betty Humphreys, Jared Osborne
August 15 Devon Cochran
August 17th Nancy Stadtlander
August 20 George Hemenetz
August 21 Anne Taylor
August 31 Rachael Miller

TABOR’S TREASURES IS BACK
OPEN!!
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
August 15 Janet & John Ryans
August 27 Jacqueline & Jeff Corcoran

We apologize if you were not included on our list. If we have not listed
your birthday, please contact the church office so we can include you in
future editions.

Come see all the great new items!
Volunteers are needed.
needed. Join the fun! To
volunteer call Nancy Gerardi.
For church members bringing
donations—please place them OUTSIDE
the back closet in Memorial Hall.
Clothing can be left in the box on the
stage. Thank you! Furniture must be
scheduled for inspection through the
church office prior to donation. We
allow ONE BAG of donations during
shopping hours. At this time, we are
not accepting puzzles and board games.
We no longer accept VHS Tapes. If you
have more, please contact the church
office at 973-627-4243 to make
arrangements.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
BITS & PIECES
Do you have something to announce? The deadline for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at
9:00am. The deadline for the monthly Tidings
newsletter will be the 20th of each month.
Please feel free to contribute!!

Today’s Chuckle

PRAYER CHAIN
Our church has an active prayer chain whose
members regularly receive requests for prayers
for specific needs. Although most often it concerns health, the need may be in other areas as
well. To place a request for prayers, please call
the church office at 973-627-4243 or email the
office at umcmounttabor@verizon.net.

PRAYERS NEEDED
Please keep the following people in your prayers:
David Ober, Jr
The Family of Reda Moore
LeRoy “Smitty” Smith
Dawn Zinckgraf
The Family of Margie Little

Emily Smith
Terry Ober
John Harrison
Denise Parker
Michael Smith
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WELCOME
The United Methodist Church at Mount Tabor is a community of faith-filler friends who
seek to grow closer to God through the ministry of Jesus Christ and by the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. We celebrate the history of Mount Tabor, and look with hope toward the
future. Everyone is welcome here; everyone is cherished here; for everyone is a child of
God. All are welcome to participate with us in our journey of faith, regardless of background, theological stance, or personal characteristics. We rejoice in God creating us to be
a diverse family; and we strive to follow the Spirit’s leading as one, while maintaining and
upholding our individuality. Because of the current official stance of The United Methodist
Church, we feel it is important to state a welcome to those of all sexual orientations and
gender identities—You are welcome here.
God loves you just the way you are; and so do we.

OUR TEAM IN MINISTRY
Pastor: Reverend Amanda Hemenetz
Parsonage: 973-784-3758
Email: AmandaHemenetz@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: Reverend Carolyn Fagan
Home: 973-285-3965
Email: Fagancarolyn@aol.com
Church Office Administrator: Dodi Skovronek
Office: 973-627-4243 Fax: 973-627-0601
Email: umcmounttabor@verizon.net
Church Council
Finance
Church Lay Member to
Conference
Church Lay Leader
Ministry of Art
Mission Outreach
Music/Worship
Pianist
Staff Parish Relations
Sunday School
Treasurer
Trustees

John Ryans
Ken Davis
Ken Miller

973-625-3660
973-971-9927
973-539-8231

Bob Newman
Dawn Zinckgraf
Sarah Lefsyk
Rachel Caldari Stroh
Nicole Van Hoven
Bob Newman
Hilary Ververs
Ken Miller
Mike Zinckgraf

973-627-2494
973-538-5039
973-234-5111
973-876-9846
973-627-2494
973-625-7310
973-539-8231
973-538-5039

————————————————————————————————————————
The United Methodist Church at Mount Tabor publishes Tidings monthly. Please address correspondence to:
The United Methodist Church at Mount Tabor
5 Simpson Avenue
PO Box 29
Mount Tabor, NJ 07878-0029
Email: umcmounttabor@verizon.net
www.umcmounttabor.com
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